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An Analysis on the Problems of the Korean Rules of Baduk

Kim, Dal Soo
Department of Baduk Studies
Graduate School, Myongji University

Directed by Professor Jeong, Soo Hyun

In sports and games the rules which define and regulate competition
methods and observances, are one of the most crucial factors to the
character and aspects of the games. As the need for an internationally
unified rule has been raised along with globalization of Baduk, debates on
the rules of Baduk are often being conducted in the sphere of Baduk.
However, there are very few systematic researches on the rules of Baduk.
As a result, the Korean rule of Baduk remains having a variety of problems
inherent in the “Territory Rule,” which has a history of having used a
traditional indigenous rule called “Sunjang Baduk”, but abolished it, and

adopted the Japanese rule in 1937.

This study aims to analyze the problems of the Korean rules and
suggest alternative solutions to them. For this purpose, this study focuses
on reviewing the history of Baduk rules, collecting various cases of
violating rules and regulations, and scrutinizing the definitions and
expressions of Baduk terms. In company with these, inherent problems in
the rules like Bent-four—in—the corner, repetition of the same board position,

and closing a game were examined, with the suggestions of appropriate
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solutions.

This study relied on various literature about Baduk rules, and the
interviews with 5 experts involved in the tasks like the revision of Baduk
rules, and on the analysis of the documents of the Korean rules of Baduk

published in 1992 and revised several times afterwards.

The results are as follows;

First, the overview of history of Baduk rules shows the process of being
converted from Territory Rule to Area Rule, the two major rules today. It
seems that the Territory Rule had been used until the end of Yuan In
China and changed into the Area Rule in Ming Dynasty. The Korean rule
of Baduk, adopting the Japanese rule in modern times, includes some
fundamental problems inherent in the Territory Rule, undergoing several
revisions motivated by the need to improve those problems and producing

some differences from the Japanese one.

Second, happenings from Baduk rules are largely classified into 5 cases:
violating rules, exposing the drawback of the rule, violating regulations
outside the board, generating confusion by different rules, and behaving
against manners. Most of them turned out to be soluble without serious
trouble, except the problem by the holes of the rule itself, which is thought

to require further deep studies to overcome.

Third, one of the special things about the Korean rule of Baduk is that

it contains so many definitions of its terminology, which seems to be
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caused by the practice of the field using unique terms instead of general
terms of sports games. Many of the words and expressions used in the

rules were estimated as somewhat inappropriate in a strict sense.

Fourth, this study deals with the problem of “Bent-four-in—-the corner”
that has aroused constant arguments over coherence of the rule, showing
insufficiency of the ways of solving the problem by means of the logic of
“being able to kill after eliminating ko threats on the board at the end”, or
the concept of “size of right”, or the principle of judging life and death at
the end of a game by looking at the problematic shape separately with no
relation to the whole situation. To solve this problem, it suggests the way
of setting up the stage of closing and introducing the rule of obligation of

alternate plays, which leads to solve it without any disputes.

Fifth, in view of the fact that repetition of the same board position can
be a great obstacle nullifying ongoing games, this study claims that such
repetition should be prohibited. As a proper solution, it proposes allowing
repetition after finishing one “Repetition Cycle”, revealing it with application

to the present rules.

Sixth, this study discovered the fact that in the closing stage, the
definition of “time and content” of the job is extraordinarily hard, pointing
to the question of the regulation that life and death is to be judged by
separating a part from the whole. Such insufficient rules about the closing
are proved to give rise to contradiction with other regulations about playing
moves, life & death, etc. To solve this problem, it suggests the need for

making the stage of closing and legalizing alternate plays in the stage.
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These results show that the rules of Baduk have some important
problems not recognized even by experts of Baduk and imply that further
deep and systematic studies be made for better rules. Those studies should
focus on the direction of making the refined and prestigious rules, not just
a stopgap measure trying to temporarily prevent the problems of the Korean

rules of Baduk based on the “Territory Rule.”
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